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SPEND, BORROW, AND TAX TOO 

MUCH 

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, in 
the land of spend too much, borrow too 
much and tax too much, and in the age 
of the trillion-dollar deficits, the 
American taxpayers deserve to know 
where their hard-earned money is being 
spent. 

After the $1.63 trillion spent in the 
stimulus and TARP bills, we need a 
system for transparency and account-
ability. That is why I have introduced 
the TARP and Stimulus Reporting and 
Waste Prevention Act. This bill re-
quires complete disclosure of the TARP 
and stimulus spending, and it goes fur-
ther than the President’s ‘‘Recov-
ery.gov.’’ It establishes a waste, fraud 
and abuse hotline that provides protec-
tion to all whistleblowers, including 
Federal employees. 

The bill will promote accountability 
policies for government agencies and 
companies that benefit from the bail-
out in the stimulus so that taxpayers 
know that their money is not going to 
big bonuses and lavish resorts. 

We owe it to the taxpayers to ensure 
that these funds are being used for des-
ignated purposes. It is their money, 
and they deserve to know. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 1262, WATER QUALITY IN-
VESTMENT ACT OF 2009 

Mr. ARCURI. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Committee on Rules, I call 
up House Resolution 235 and ask for its 
immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 235 
Resolved, That at any time after the adop-

tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the 
House resolved into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1262) to amend 
the Federal Water Pollution Control Act to 
authorize appropriations for State water pol-
lution control revolving funds, and for other 
purposes. The first reading of the bill shall 
be dispensed with. All points of order against 
consideration of the bill are waived except 
those arising under clause 9 or 10 of rule XXI. 
General debate shall be confined to the bill 
and shall not exceed one hour equally di-
vided and controlled by the chair and rank-
ing minority member of the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. After 
general debate the bill shall be considered 
for amendment under the five-minute rule. It 
shall be in order to consider as an original 
bill for the purpose of amendment under the 
five-minute rule the amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute recommended by the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure now printed in the bill. The com-
mittee amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute shall be considered as read. All points 
of order against the committee amendment 
in the nature of a substitute are waived ex-
cept those arising under clause 10 of rule 
XXI. Notwithstanding clause 11 of rule 
XVIII, no amendment to the committee 

amendment in the nature of a substitute 
shall be in order except those printed in the 
report of the Committee on Rules accom-
panying this resolution. Each such amend-
ment may be offered only in the order print-
ed in the report, may be offered only by a 
Member designated in the report, shall be 
considered as read, shall be debatable for the 
time specified in the report equally divided 
and controlled by the proponent and an op-
ponent, shall not be subject to amendment, 
and shall not be subject to a demand for divi-
sion of the question in the House or in the 
Committee of the Whole. All points of order 
against such amendments are waived except 
those arising under clause 9 or 10 of rule XXI. 
At the conclusion of consideration of the bill 
for amendment the Committee shall rise and 
report the bill to the House with such 
amendments as may have been adopted. Any 
Member may demand a separate vote in the 
House on any amendment adopted in the 
Committee of the Whole to the bill or to the 
committee amendment in the nature of a 
substitute. The previous question shall be 
considered as ordered on the bill and amend-
ments thereto to final passage without inter-
vening motion except one motion to recom-
mit with or without instructions. 

SEC. 2. House Resolutions 218, 219, and 229 
are laid on the table. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from New York is recognized 
for 1 hour. 

Mr. ARCURI. Mr. Speaker, for pur-
poses of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman 
from Florida (Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ- 
BALART). All time yielded during con-
sideration of the rule is for debate 
only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. ARCURI. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
sert extraneous material into the 
RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. ARCURI. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, H. Res. 235 provides for 

a structured rule for consideration of 
H.R. 1262, the Water Quality Invest-
ment Act of 2009. The rules makes in 
order 10 amendments, including all five 
of the Republicans’ amendments con-
sidered for consideration. 

Among the many challenges con-
fronting us, none could be more ele-
mental than protecting our water. 
Today, the nationwide system of 
wastewater infrastructure includes 
16,000 publicly owned wastewater treat-
ment plants, 100,000 major pumping 
stations, 600,000 miles of sanitary sew-
ers, and 200,000 miles of storm sewers. 
It is estimated that we have already in-
vested over $250 billion on the con-
struction and maintenance of this sys-
tem. However, we are now in danger of 
losing that investment, if we do not act 
to maintain and improve the system. 

The vast majority of the Water Qual-
ity Investment Act of 2009 is made up 
of five bills that the House considered 
and passed during the 110th Congress, 
four of which were not addressed by the 

Senate. With any luck, our colleagues 
in the other body will be able to ad-
dress these important issues this Con-
gress. 

The need for serious investment in 
our infrastructure is clear. In 2002, the 
EPA estimated that there will be a $534 
billion gap between spending and needs 
for water and wastewater infrastruc-
ture in 2019. The EPA’s Clean Water-
sheds Needs Survey of 2004 Report to 
Congress documented America’s waste-
water infrastructure needs at more 
than $202 billion, and these are num-
bers from several years ago. 

The Water Quality Investment Act of 
2009 authorizes $13.8 billion in Federal 
grants over 5 years to capitalize clean 
water State revolving loan funds that 
provide grants and low-interest loans 
to communities for water and waste-
water infrastructure. These funds are 
critical to so many communities in the 
district that I represent. During De-
cember and January, it seemed like 
every local official that I met with had 
a water or wastewater infrastructure 
project that was shovel-ready and in 
dire need of stimulus funds. The fund-
ing authorized by this bill will help to 
address that backlog of need. 

H.R. 1262 also authorizes $1.8 billion 
over the next 5 years for Sewer Over-
flow Control Grants programs. Ad-
dressing and eliminating combined 
sewer overflows is one of the biggest fi-
nancial challenges facing communities 
in my district and all over the country. 

Communities in the Northeastern 
United States tend to have old and de-
teriorating sewer systems. Old clay 
pipes with leaking joints and other 
weaknesses in the system allow outside 
water to infiltrate into the system. 
During heavy storms or spring 
snowmelt, this infiltration causes the 
system to overflow and discharge water 
and sewage into local rivers. 

A number of county and municipal 
water systems in my district are facing 
multi-million dollar projects to pre-
vent their systems from overflowing 
into the Mohawk River that runs from 
west to east across upstate New York 
and feeds into the Hudson River. Many 
of these communities have small popu-
lations, incapable of simply passing the 
cost of these projects on to ratepayers. 

H.R. 1262 authorizes extended repay-
ment periods of up to 30 years for the 
SRF loans to help lessen the burden on 
local ratepayers. 

To further assist rural or small com-
munities like these, the legislation 
also authorizes technical assistance to 
help them meet the requirements of 
the Clean Water Act and to assist them 
to gaining access to financing waste-
water infrastructure. In the upstate 
New York district that I represent, I 
often hear from rural communities 
about the difficulties they have in find-
ing and applying for grant and loan op-
portunities. 

The most reliable way to prevent 
human illness from waterborne dis-
eases and pathogens is to eliminate 
human exposure in discharged sewage. 
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